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Connecting
Scriptures/Thoughts

Genesis 16-17

V1-2 Sarai obviously has doubts
about God’s promise, devises her
own plan to get a child and Abram
is complicit.

No record that God communicated
with Sarai, but only Abram.
Consulting God is always wise.
Hagar is taken as 2nd wife.

V4 strained relationships with sin or
violations of God’s commands.

V5-12Abraham and Sarai’s
decisions lead to Hagar looking
down upon Sarai because she had a
child and Sarai then blames Abram
who then in turn allows Sarait to
deal harshly with Hagar. Hagar
flees and fathers Ishmael who will
be a vagabond, road warrior and his
descendants will often quarrel with
other people.

Psalm 25:4-5
Psalm 27:14 Wait on God
James 1:5 Ask God

Vo instructions to Hagar- return
and submit- do not keep acting like
you were towards Sarai. God will
multiply her offspring.

Because Abram and Sarai failed to
act in faith, failed to inquire of God,
failed on God, a new group of
descendants would arise from
Ishmael- prophetic- quarrelsome
enemies of Israel, eventually
develop Islam as a religion and the
Muhammed would come through
this lineage. Southern Canaan and
still the source of fighting in that
region.

[1] Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had
a female Egyptian servant whose name was Hagar. [2] And Sarai
said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from
bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that | shall obtain
children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. [3] So,
after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai,
Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her
to Abram her husband as a wife. [4] And he went in to Hagar, and
she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she
looked with contempt on her mistress. [5] And Sarai said to
Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! | gave my servant
to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she
looked on me with contempt. May the LORD judge between you
and me!” [6] But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in
your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly
with her, and she fled from her.[7] The angel of the LORD found
her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way
to Shur. [8] And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have
you come from and where are you going?” She said, “l am fleeing
from my mistress Sarai.” [9] The angel of the LORD said to her,
“Return to your mistress and submit to her.” [10] The angel of the
LORD also said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so that
they cannot be numbered for multitude.” [11] And the angel of the
LORD said to her, “Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a
son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because the LORD has
listened to your affliction. [12] He shall be a wild donkey of a man,
his hand against everyone and everyone’s hand against him,

and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.”

[13] So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You
are a God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly here | have seen him
who looks after me.” [14] Therefore the well was called
Beer-lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered.

[15] And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of
his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. [16] Abram was eighty-six
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Abram was 86 when Ishmael was
born and they all probably thought
this must be the heir. However, at
99 God tells Abram that he will have
a son with Sarai.

V16: I will give you a son by her!
Sarai becomes Sara.

V1-2 notice a covenant has two
parts, God promises but wants
Abram to walk before Him
blameless. Walk with Me!

Circumcision sets them apart, helps
them identify those who are of the
covenant and signifies agreement
with God.

Romans 2:29 Circumcision of heart

Abraham laughs at God, we are both
way too old for a baby, then Abram
believes and wonders what will
happen to Ishmael, God says he will
take care of him.

years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram. (ESV)

Genesis 17

[1] When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared
to Abram and said to him, “l am God Almighty; walk before me,
and be blameless, [2] that | may make my covenant between me
and you, and may multiply you greatly.” [3] Then Abram fell on his
face. And God said to him, [4] “Behold, my covenant is with you,
and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. [5] No longer
shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham, for | have made you the father of a multitude of
nations. [6] | will make you exceedingly fruitful, and | will make
you into nations, and kings shall come from you. [7] And | will
establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. [8]
And | will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of
your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting
possession, and | will be their God.” [9] And God said to
Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your
offspring after you throughout their generations. [10] This is my
covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your
offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised.
[11] You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it
shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you. [12] He who
is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male
throughout your generations, whether born in your house or
bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your
offspring, [13] both he who is born in your house and he who is
bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my
covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. [14] Any
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his
foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my
covenant.”[15] And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife,
you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.
[16] I will bless her, and moreover, | will give you a son by her. |
will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples
shall come from her.” [17] Then Abraham fell on his face and
laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who
is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear
a child?” [18] And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might
live before you!” [19] God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall
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bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. | will establish
my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring
after him. [20] As for Ishmael, | have heard you; behold, | have
blessed him and will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He
shall father twelve princes, and | will make him into a great
nation. [21] But | will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom
Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.”

[22] When he had finished talking with him, God went up from
Abraham. [23] Then Abraham took Ishmael his son and all those
born in his house or bought with his money, every male among
the men of Abraham’s house, and he circumcised the flesh of
their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. [24]
Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in
the flesh of his foreskin. [25] And Ishmael his son was thirteen
years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.
[26] That very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were
circumcised. [27] And all the men of his house, those born in the
house and those bought with money from a foreigner, were
circumcised with him. (ESV)




